346
THE MEMOIRS OF
courtiers insisted upon 1,200,OOOZ. for paying the new raised forces for five years. The House would not hear of that use for the money, lest it might prove an establishment of a standing axmy, but would give it the King to be employed as he thought fit. At the last, 700,000/. was named and granted to the King. In this debate the usefulness of a standing army, till the rebellion, or rather the ferment of, it was perfectly quieted, was much insisted upon on one side—the danger of it and the inconveniences (especially considering the unruliness and insolence of soldiers, their ill example in the country, and the burthen of free quarters) on the other. JBut all this was compromised in the declared intention of the House to make the militia more useful, until which time it was agreed as a thing necessary that the army ought to be kept up.
The address for the King's dismissing of Popish officers for the army being prepared, was this day read and agreed to. A long debate happened upon this, whether the concurrence of the Lords should be desired or not in the matter. The Court party was against it, because the King might have a better excuse not to grant it when it came but from one of the two Houses ; the country gentlemen thought necessary to enforce it the more. In this vote I divided for joining with the Lords, or rather in asking their concurrence with us in this address ; but we lost it by some forty voices.
November 17. The Commons considered of funds for the raising of 700,OOO/. before given, and after proposing the new foundations in the city of London, foreign salt, iron, and French linen, and several other commodities, it was voted to be laid upon the same sort of trade, viz., silks and stuffs from France, East India commodities, &c., on which the former tax was laid in the last session, to be continued for five years longer; that is 400,000/. of the 700,000/. was to be laid there, and the 300,000^. was laid